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Donald Trump Retweets Jayda Fransen’s Britain First Tweets

Fact Card One

In November 2017, US President Donald Trump retweeted three anti-Muslim videos to his 43.6
million followers on Twitter. The videos were originally posted by Jayda Fransen, Deputy Leader
of Britain First; a far-right political party known to target Muslims and immigrants in the UK. The
videos claimed to show a Muslim man destroying a statue of the Virgin Mary, an “Islamist mob”
pushing a teenage boy off a roof, and a Muslim migrant beating up a Dutch boy on crutches.

The reliability of the last video was immediately undermined when the Dutch embassy in the US
said that the culprit in the video was born and raised in The Netherlands, was therefore not a
migrant, is not a Muslim, and had been charged for his crimes under Dutch Law. The other two
videos date from 2013, one was taken in Syria and one in Egypt, with no further explanation of
what is happening and no verification of any links the men have with extremist groups.

Several well-known British figures, including the Archbishop of Canterbury, disagreed with
Trump’s decision to share these tweets. Jeremy Corbyn, leader of the Labour Party, called

Trump’s actions “dangerous and a threat to our country”.

Jayda Fransen defended Trump’s rights to share the tweets, claiming that “The British

establishment no longer supports free speech, but the President of the United States, Donald
Trump, clearly does, and that's why he tweeted” (Booth&Adam,2017)
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/ Donald Trump Retweets Jayda Fransen’s Britain First Tweets \
Fact Card Two

Britain First were banned in December 2017 on Twitter in line with Twitter’s new policy on hate
speech, which was put in place to reduce the amount of abusive behaviour and hateful conduct on
the social network. Britain First leaders have now joined the social network site ‘Gab’, a site which
prioritises free speech, but has been banned on Google Play for hate speech. In response to the
Twitter ban, Paul Golding, Leader of Britain First, said that “Freedom of speech is effectively
suspended in Britain” and believes that Twitter and YouTube are “openly persecuting patriots and

\no’rionolis’rs.” (Marsh, 2017) /
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The Telegraph - Twitter Bans Britain First Leaders after anti-Muslim videos shared by Donald Trump.
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Ealing Abortion Clinic Buffer Zone Introduced
Fact Card One

In April 2018 Ealing Council voted to introduce the UK’s first buffer zone outside an Ealing abortion
clinic to protect women from anti-abortion protestors. This buffer zone includes a 100-metre area
around the clinic where protesting is banned. This was put in place after women complained of
being intimidated by protestors who called them murderers, handed women teddy bears, called
them “mum”, and asked them to pick pink or blue rosaries for their unborn child, amongst other

things.

Within this zone, there will be a designated area away from the clinic entrances in which members
of recognised anti-abortion groups can hold protests and vigils, but they will not be allowed to
approach women entering or leaving the clinic.

Ealing Abortion Clinic Buffer Zone Introduced

Fact Card Two

Alina Dulgheriu, a member of main anti-abortion group Be Here For Me, launched a High Court
challenge against the council’s ruling, claiming that the buffer zone “criminalises prayer”. As a
woman who changed her mind about having an abortion after talking to an anti-abortion group
outside a clinic, she has launched this appeal so that women across the country do not have “a
vital support” removed and believes that this ban is “censoring free speech”. (Forrester, 2018)

The buffer zone has been backed by high-profile politicians including Sadigq Khan and Jeremy
Corbyn. Pro-choice* activists hope that the buffer zone will be rolled out across different areas in
the UK.

Ealing Council leader Julian Bell disagreed that the ban blocked free speech and said he was
confident the ban was a reasonable and necessary response to the way that the protestors have

behaved.

*people who believe that women should have the legal right to choose to have an abortion.
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Sources

BBC - Ealing abortion clinic buffer zone comes into force.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-london-43864465

The Guardian - Abortion clinic buffer zone being considered by more councils.
https: //www.theguardian.com/world /2018 /apr,/23/abortion-clinic-buffer-zones-being-
considered-by-more-councils-lambert-protests

The Economist - Britain’s first “Buffer zone against protests outside abortion clinics.
https://www.economist.com/britain/2018 /04 /12 /britains-first-buffer-zone-against-protests-
outside-abortion-clinics

The Guardian - Ealing’s abortion clinic safe zone is a win - but the fight isn’t over.
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree /2018 /apr /11 /ealing-abortion-clinic-safe-
zone-ireland-referendum

Huffington Post - Pro-life groups launch high court challenge over Ealing abortion clinic protest
ban. https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/entry/pro-life-groups-launch-high-court-challenge-
over-ealing-abortion-clinic-protest-ban_uk_5addaOffe4b075b631e7804f
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Universities and No Platforming \

Fact Card One

In May 2018 the government made a move to introduce new guidance for universities and student’s
unions around free speech. This new guidance aimed to increase free speech and was brought in as
result of concerns around the impact of a policy called ‘No Platforming’, which allowed the banning
of certain groups from taking part in debates if their views were considered to be offensive or
unacceptable.

In the past, the ‘No Platforming’ policy has resulted in universities and student unions’ being allowed
to ban gay rights activists, feminists and conservative politicians from speaking at universities due to
concerns from students that their views may cause offense.

Universities and No Platforming \

Fact Card Two

The National Union of Students believe that the ‘No Platforming” policy is important to keep people
safe on university grounds, particularly as students had been physically harmed and even tragically
killed in the past because of dangerous groups coming onto campus and encouraging hatred. They
claim that the No Platforming policy does not limit free speech, but instead promotes free speech as
it allows people to call out violence, hate speech, bullying and harassment, allowing debate to take
place without intimidation.

Joe Johnson, the former Minister for Universities, claimed that young people should have the
resilience and confidence to challenge controversial opinions themselves and be able to take part in

tpen discussions about them without the need for a ‘No Platforming’ policy.
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Sources \

BBC - NUS ‘right to have no platform policy’.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-36101423

The Guardian - Jo Johnson to tell universities to stop ‘no platforming’ speakers.
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017 /dec/26 /jo-johnson-universities-no-
platforming-freedom-of-speech

The Telegraph - Universities which ‘no-platform’ controversial speakers will face Government
intervention. https://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/2018 /05,/03 /universities-no-platform-
controversial-speakers-will-face-government/

Times Higher Education - UK universities and students back clearer guidance on free speech.
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/uk-universities-and-students-back-clearer-

guidance-free-speech




